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Ken is one of our members who was born in Vancouver and 
has remained nearby ever since, never seeing the need to 
move anywhere else.  He was born in 1951, grew up in South 
Vancouver, lived in Richmond for approximately 10 years 
and has resided in their Burnaby home for the past 33 years.  
Ken and Joanne both attended John Oliver Secondary School 
but did not begin dating until they were in their early 20’s 
and were married in 1977.  The Whitelaw family consists of 
two sons, Cameron and Kyle.  Joanne was an educator and 
spent her entire working career with the Burnaby School 
Board, first as a teacher and then an administrator.  In 2006, 
she retired as principal of South Slope Elementary, which 
was also the B.C. School for the Deaf. 

Following high school graduation, Ken started his career with C.P. Air in their District Sales Office.  

Although the job was interesting and the travel benefits were appreciated, the pay wasn’t that 

great, so he moved on to Hagen’s Travel, working in reservations for corporate accounts.  In his 

early 20’s, Ken was involved in a serious car accident, suffered multiple fractures and was off 

work for almost two years.  Ken credits great surgeons and medical staff for his excellent 

treatment and recovery.  Once he had recuperated from his injuries, Ken was fortunate to gain 

employment with ICBC in 1975, starting as an entry-level claims adjuster.  During his early days 

at ICBC it was a full-service insurance company selling and handling all regular product lines.  A 

change occurred in the late 1970’s and continued onward, when ICBC began handling only auto 

insurance.  Ken focused on bodily injury and litigation-related claims.  In 1990, he went into 

management with a specific focus on litigation, rehab and fraud-related claims, and remained in 

that capacity until retirement beckoned in 2006.  The first year away from work was great but 

also a little boring, so Ken did some part-time arbitration work for several years until he finally 

decided it was time for other things. 

Ken started playing golf when he was about 11 or 12 at Langara when it was a much longer course 

than it is today.  He and his buddies would start on the second or third hole and play a few holes 

with their cut-down clubs.  [I recall at least one other West Pointer sneaking onto the Langara 

links as well, avoiding the starter’s shack on the first hole; Dean MacKinnon’s name rings a bell.]  

The Langara staff knew the boys outside of golf and permitted them to play if they didn’t affect 

the regular paying customers.  On hot sunny days the enterprising lads would often take a metal 

bucket full of ice and cold soft drinks, offering them for sale on the course.  Ken doesn’t recall 

making a ton of money, but they had fun. 

Prior to joining West Point Golf Club in 2012, Ken played with a regular group of friends but didn’t 

have a registered handicap.  Because there were usually side bets on their games, no mulligans 

were allowed.  He often scored in the mid to low 80’s but never did reach the 70’s.  The elusive 

hole-in-one is yet to come but Ken has come close several times and is still looking forward to an 

ace.  Ken has had many memorable golf experiences.  He played regularly at Green Acres in the 

late 1970’s and early 80’s and was part of an annual 4-day trip to Reno.  Their tournament format 



had a maximum handicap of 18 and the winnings were all cash prizes.  He had not played much 

golf at the time due to a second auto accident that required surgery for a c6/7 cervical fracture, 

so he was allotted the maximum handicap.  As fate would have it, he played very well.  Ken 

recollects winning the tournament low net, a whole bunch of skins and an exceptionally large 

slot machine payout!  He came home from Reno with over $5,000 US in his pockets!  [After 

hearing this story, I’m not surprised that Ken played on the winning Palcutta team in 2015 and is 

always competitive.] 

In addition to his Reno golf trips, Ken has enjoyed numerous golf games in Palm Springs, Maui 

and several other tropical places, with good friends and family members.  He journeyed to Palm 

Springs in the fall and late winter with a good buddy who owned a place in Rancho Mirage.  Ken’s 

father also played golf so they made a point to get together on the links at least once a year until 

his Dad could no longer play.  In recent years, he tries to play several times a year with his oldest 

son.  When Cameron was in his late teens, a family vacation in Jamaica included unlimited golf 

on two private courses.  The green fees and power cart were free, but you had to pay for a caddie 

who walked and carried your golf bag.  It was during this vacation that Ken first noticed his son’s 

golfing prowess and their golfing bond began.  Most recently his son organized and paid for a 

family holiday in Maui which included golf; that was an incredibly special occasion for Ken.  

Favourite golf courses include White Witch in Jamaica and the Plantation Course in Maui, as both 

are extremely scenic.  Ken has played a lot of rounds at the two public courses (Arnold Palmer 

and Pete Dye) at Mission Hills in Rancho Mirage but was excited for the opportunity to play the 

private course (Dinah Shore) shortly after the LPGA Kraft Nabisco tournament.  The set-up 

remained the same as the ladies had played and it gave Ken a true appreciation of how good they 

are. 

When asked about his favourite golfers, Ken identified players from several generations and 

commented that Player, Trevino, Nicklaus and Palmer were all great to watch and good for the 

game.  He agrees that Tiger has done a lot but thinks the current younger players bring a higher 

skill level to the game.  “Their interactions with each other on and off the course are both great 

for the game and enjoyable to watch,” he remarked. 

Following retirement, Ken used to go to Riverway as a weekday single and that’s how he became 

aware of West Point Golf Club; he had been joined up with some of our members on a Tuesday 

and they provided him with information.  The rest is history.  He has met many delightful 

members over the years and, like the rest of us, comments on a diminishing quality of his game, 

but hopes to enjoy many more years as a Club member. 

One of Ken’s hobbies over the years has been related to boating.  The family began with ski boats 

for the boys with numerous trips to the Okanagan and ended with many wonderful holidays 

cruising in Desolation Sound. 

The coronavirus brought a bunch of lifestyle restrictions for both golf and travel.  But despite the 

pandemic, Ken and Joanne enjoyed a special 2020.  Their oldest son got married, resulting in a 

great daughter-in-law, Natalie.  Joanne and Ken recently received fantastic news that they will 

be grandparents in July. 
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